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THE Vinnies annual CEO
Sleepout has been forced
online to raise money for
homelessness services.

Participants will be live-
streamed from their cars,
backyards and couches on
June 18.

So far, 40 chief  executives
will take part in Perth.

They will choose what
location to sleep in and have
raised nearly $20,000.

“While social distancing
and mass gathering restric-
tions mean we can’t get
together in person... this
iconic event will continue,
albeit in an altered format,”
a Vinnies spokeswoman
said.

Sleepout
goes online

THE City of  Joondalup is
urging anyone with infor-
mation about a graffiti
attack at Falkland Park in
Kinross to come forward.

Recently-built clubrooms
were vandalised (pictured)
at the weekend.

Resident Paul Fox said he
reported the incident via
SnapSendSolve.

Mayor Albert Jacob said a
section of  the offensive graf-
fiti was removed on Sunday,
with the City’s contractor to
remove the remainder from
the building’s walls and
doors this week.

“Only then can the City
assess the cost of  the dam-

age,” he said.
In the City of  Joondalup,

incidents of  graffiti have
reduced during the
COVID-19 crisis, with 532
incidents recorded in the
past six weeks compared to
592 in 2019.

Figures have also
remained relatively con-
stant in recent years.

In the 2018-19 financial
year, the City of  Joondalup

spent $104,566 to remove
graffiti. As of  late April, it
had spent $89,925 for 2019-20.

Mr Jacob urged anyone
who saw vandalism to imme-
diately contact WA Police on
131 444 or City rangers on
1300 655 860. Graffiti removal
requests can also be done
online at the City’s website,
which is then reported to the
WA Police Goodbye Graffiti
database.

Senseless attack
Tyler Brown



HEALTH workers at the
northern suburbs’ major
hospital have recorded a sig-
nificant jump in family vio-
lence figures at its
emergency department.

Joondalup Health Cam-
pus reported a 75 per cent
rise in referrals in March-
April during the coronavi-
rus crisis compared to corre-
sponding months last year.

“Referrals to the social
work team are made by clin-
icians – either in ED or on
wards – where there are con-
cerns a patient may be expe-
riencing domestic violence,”
a hospital spokeswoman
said.

“The 15 referrals in
March-April last year com-
pared to 27 this year were
purely referrals from ED
clinicians to social work.”

WA Police has reported an
increase in domestic vio-
lence for March and the
State Government set up a
family violence taskforce to
work with police and agen-
cies to ensure services
remained open during the
pandemic. 

In light of  the increase,
staff  at JHC donated 50 ‘care
packs’ which were originally
given to them to the Patricia

Giles Centre, which sup-
ports people affected by do-
mestic violence. 

Deputy chief  executive
Benjamin Irish said the level
of  donations to the hospital
had been enormous and
while staff  were grateful,
many wanted them given to
people in need.

“The frontline staff  have
really been touched by the
thoughtful donations of
meals, coffees, treats and
more,” he said.

“But they are also painful-
ly aware of  the many people
in our community who have
recently become unem-
ployed and those who may be
trying to escape domestic
violence.”

“Recently we received a
pallet of  ‘care packs’ which
contain 18 items each rang-
ing from basic food to toile-
tries and it was suggested,
after the Government con-
firmed that domestic vio-
lence is on the rise, that our
local shelter would be the
ideal place to send these
packs.”

Social Work co-manager
Tracey Negus said she
understood the Patricia
Giles Centre had put a cal-
lout on Facebook for dona-
tions of  groceries and was
delighted to respond.

Family
violence
on rise
Justin Bianchini

BICYCLE stores are
thriving during the
COVID-19 period, with
more families opting to ride
while closures are in place.

Cycling retailers have
had a 48 per cent increase
in turnover in April
compared to February,
according to data released
by Bankwest.

Wembley Cycles owner
John Carney said April
became their new

see couples riding
together,” he said.

Mr Mifflin said it was
great to see more people
enjoying the beautiful lake
but reminded visitors to be
wary of  surroundings.

“Some people are riding
their bike on Olive
Seymour boardwalk... if
people can remember to
leave their bikes on the end
of  the boardwalk, it’s a
walk-only zone,” he said.

bestselling items include
bicycles ranging from $350
to $1000, which have been
sold out, and bike tubes.

“My staff  and I never
changed so many tubes in
our life,” he said.

WA Gould League centre
manager Rod Mifflin said
more people were riding
around Herdsman Lake.

“It’s mainly families
with one parent and a few
children going around but I

Christmas period, with
staff  working hard to meet
demand.

“We want to work but it
was so busy that my entire
staff  had to have three days
off,” he said. 

“We were burnt out by
the end of  last week. It’s
busier than Christmas and
Christmas is certainly the
busiest time of  the year for
your average bike shop.”

Mr Carney said

Wembley Cycles owner John Carney. Picture: Andrew Ritchie

Bike shops welcome boom cycle

After receiving a Federal
Government grant of
$181,000, the Balcatta com-
pany has automated its pro-
duction, enabling it to
manufacture 20,000 units,
including coronavirus
tests, instead of  900 a day.

Alcolizer general manag-
er Roger Hunt said the
funding would help it devel-
op the first Australian man-

ufactured COVID-19
antibody test.

“Our total project cost to
automate our production
line is $724,000 and the Fed-
eral Government has
assisted us by coming to the
party with $181,000,” he
said. “I’ve got the first tests
on my desk as we speak and
we’ve got to do some fine
tuning of  our manufactur-
ing.

“We hope to have a prod-
uct that’s available to the
market in around 90 days.”

The 20,000 units will be a
mix of  drug tests and the
COVID-19 blood tests,
which can detect if  there
are antibodies in the blood
stream.

A swab test detects genet-
ic material of  the virus
while an antibody test
detects whether the

immune system has started
fighting against it.

Mr Hunt said the test
would be able to measure
both IGM antibodies, which
are produced early, and IGG
antibodies, which generate
later in the virus infection.

Mr Hunt said the blood
test to measure antibodies
of  people through on-site
testing or program could
create safer workplaces. 

“Part of  that on-site
workplace drug testing, we
believe that companies
would want to do some
COVID testing,” he said. 

“It’s a screening test, then
they (who test positive) will
be sent to do a confirmation
test.”

Mr Hunt said the project
would create more jobs as it
brings production back on
shore.

“We’re pretty excited to
be moving our supply chain
back to Australia; it’s creat-
ing some more jobs here.”

Production ramps up on coronavirus testing
FROM PAGE 1

SURVIVING THE
CORONA CRISIS
Kochie’s five finance tips
to keep paying bills.
Flashpoint, Monday at
9.05pm on Seven.
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WANNEROO councillor
Paul Miles is planning an-
other tilt at State Parlia-
ment. 

Labor MP and former
councillor Sabine Winton
usurped Mr Miles at the 2017
State Election and the pair
will contest the Wanneroo
seat again in 2021. 

Grassroots Liberal Party
members met by teleconfe-
rence on April 29 to recom-
mend Mr Miles as the
candidate for the March
election, which the state
council is expected to ratify
in mid-May. 

Mr Miles believed his ex-
perience as the Wanneroo
MLA from 2008 to 2017 and as
a councillor could help peo-
ple in the electorate, includ-
ing those in the town centre,
farming community and
east Wanneroo residents. 

“My experience will be
able to deliver on some of
their needs,” he said. 

“I don’t believe that at 55

I’m washed up; I still believe
I have a lot to give.”

Ms Winton said she was
surprised at the nomination
given Mr Miles was part of
the Barnett Government
defeated by Mark McGowan
in 2017. 

“I’m surprised that the
Liberal Party has chosen to
recycle candidates,” she
said. “This isn’t a new fresh
approach from the Liberals
in Wanneroo.”

Ms Winton said economic
recovery from the coronavi-
rus situation would be her
key focus over the 10 months
leading up to the election,
particularly supporting
families and businesses. 

“It will be about getting
life back to normal as quick-
ly as possible,” she said. 

Ms Winton said the
COVID-19 pandemic had led
to more grassroots advocacy
in her electorate to help peo-
ple affected in a variety of
ways by restrictions. 

She said the State Govern-
ment was fast-tracking
infrastructure spending to
get the economy moving .

Mr Miles said his cam-
paign would focus on
addressing cost of  living
concerns as residents had
been complaining for
months about water and
electricity rates. 

“People need some respite
from that,” he said.

Mr Miles said other prior-
ities included stamp duty
relief  for older people to
downsize homes, supporting
growers in north Wanneroo
and upgrading Flynn Drive. 

He said as the electorate
covered his council ward, he
did not believe running
would affect his council role.

Miles eyes return
Lucy Jarvis

FAST-TRACKED road and
maritime construction pro-
jects are part of  the State
Government’s plan to
improve job opportunities
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

Main Roads is fast-track-
ing the tender process for
several major projects,
including two on the Mitch-

ell Freeway. The $215 million
freeway extension from Hes-
ter Avenue to Romeo Road is
expected to create 1200 jobs. 

A $76 million project to
widen the freeway south-
bound between Hodges
Drive and Hepburn Avenue
could provide 530 jobs.

The process for awarding
contracts for transport pro-

jects up to $20 million will be
streamlined under a con-
struction panel. 

Up to $140 million of  trans-
port projects will be expedit-
ed, which could bring
forward more than 1000 jobs
across 24 projects, including
the Department of  Trans-
port’s $800,000 landscaping
works at Two Rocks Marina.

Government fast-tracks projects to create jobs
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WITH more people staying
home and having extra
spare time, many are turn-
ing to books.

So in a bid to adapt to the
new retail climate as part of
the COVID-19 pandemic,
Dymocks Joondalup has de-
veloped new contactless
transactions.

Customers can order and
pay over the phone and a
store employee will bring
their purchase to the car.

Or there is home delivery.
For Booklover members,

which is free to join, delivery
is $2 to Burns Beach, Con-
nolly, Currambine, Edgewa-
ter, Heathridge, Iluka,
Joondalup and Ocean Reef.

For non-members or cus-
tomers living in other sub-
urbs, delivery is $5.

Store owner Jim Brown
said he had been greeted
with big smiles during his
recent delivery rounds.

“People are showing
appreciation for the extra
service we are providing,”
he said.

Books to
your door

BUSINESS groups and poli-
ticians are urging people to
support local companies
that have been feeling the
strain of  an uncertain eco-
nomic climate created by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Wanneroo Business Asso-
ciation has backed the City
of  Wanneroo’s #Support-
WannerooLocal campaign,
which mapped businesses
that were still open.

The association has been
releasing a series of  videos
with messages from pres-
ident Dinesh Aggarwal, Fed-
eral MPs Christian Porter
and Anne Aly, and State MP
Margaret Quirk. 

Mr Aggarwal said it was
continuing to run network-
ing and workshop events
online, and many businesses
had also adapted to provide
services and products
online.

“The innovation and the
sheer strength of  members
and local businesses is phe-
nomenal and encouraging,”
he said. 

“Businesses are going out
of  their way to help other
businesses.”

Wanneroo MLA Sabine
Winton encouraged people
to throw their support
behind businesses and
praised the innovative ways
some had adapted. 

The MP highlighted Cafe

Elixir which switched to a
take-away menu and created
a range of  comfort boxes
that have proven popular
with customers. 

Ms Winton acknowledged
many businesses also con-
tinued to struggle or had
been forced to close their
doors. 

“Now more than ever,
small business needs our

business,” she said. 
“It’d be great to see a surge

of  support for local business
from people here in the Wan-
neroo community. 

“If  you can afford to order
food from a local restaurant
or cafe this week, I’d encour-
age you to do so.

“They’re trying their best
to offer take-away and deliv-
ery services to stay afloat

during these tough times
and support from our com-
munity will help them in a
big way.”

Ms Winton urged strug-
gling businesses to access
the Small Business Assis-
tance Centre and said the
State Government had intro-
duced $114 million in mea-
sures to support WA small
and medium businesses,

including $17,500 grants for
businesses with a payroll be-
tween $1 million and $4 mil-
lion. 

It also included payroll tax
relief  for small businesses,
with the threshold increas-
ing to $1 million from July 1,
and allowing businesses
affected by COVID-19 to de-
fer payment of  2019-20 pay-
roll tax until July 21.

Support for small business

Wanneroo MLA Sabine Winton with Cafe Elixir owners Beth Graham-Aumua and Taylor Moore. 

Lucy Jarvis

Support 
your

local

Off the shelf to home.
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NEW childcare centres are
facing uncertainty and fears
they could collapse due to
funding changes during the
coronavirus pandemic. 

Insight Early Learning
raised concerns its three
new centres in Perth could
fall through the cracks of the
Federal Government’s
COVID-19 free childcare
package because of  funding
criteria. 

The package based fund-
ing on enrolment levels over
a fortnight in late February,
however Insight only
opened its Freo Kids Early

Learning centres in Kelm-
scott and Port Coogee two
weeks earlier, and a Joonda-
lup site on March 24.

Development manager
Natasha O’Neill said the
Joondalup service had been
“hit the hardest” because it
had not opened its doors dur-
ing that criteria period, so
managers were concerned
they would not be eligible for
the 50 per cent fee offered by
the government.

Ms O’Neill said the centre
was licensed to have up to
125 children but had only
accepted about 10 enrol-
ments because it was run-
ning at a loss and could not

afford to hire more staff. 
“All the children that we

have now, we are not receiv-
ing any government contri-
bution for,” she said. “We are
also not allowed to charge
the gap fee to parents.”

Moore MHR Ian Goode-
nough said he contacted
Federal Education Minister
Dan Tehan’s office in rela-
tion to the centre’s concerns,
and was advised that there
was relief  available for it. 

“They are eligible to apply
for support as part of  the
Morrison Government’s
Early Childhood Education
and Care Relief  Package,” he
said. 

Freo Kids Early Learning Joondalup centre manager Lisa Fowler in the outdoor play area.
Picture: David Baylis

Lucy Jarvis

Centres 
fear 
collapse
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THE City of  Wanneroo plans
to borrow $4.6 million to
help cover the cost of  buying
land for sports fields from a
developer. 

Yanchep Beach Joint Ven-
ture opted to sell the 12.8ha
Splendid Park site to the City
rather than transfer it as
part of  its public open space
contribution for its broader
Yanchep landholding. 

A report on the May 5
council meeting agenda said
the two parties had agreed
on a $6.5 million valuation
for the land, which had been
subject to a peppercorn
lease arrangement since
2014. 

Councillors unanimously
agreed to endorse the valua-
tion and settle the sale.

Cr Baker asked why the
City was taking out a loan ra-
ther than using reserve
funds, with a financial

report on the same agenda
indicating it had about $400
million in investments. 

Corporate strategy and
performance director Noe-
lene Jennings said the land
purchase was tied to the de-
veloper contributions fund,
but funds had not been com-
ing in to that so a loan was
considered the most appro-
priate thing to do. 

The City has used develop-
er contributions from Yan-

chep and Two Rocks estates
to fund construction of  the
$11 million sports facilities,
which include ovals, hard-
courts and clubrooms.

A separate report consi-
dered on May 5 outlined a
submission received during
consultation on the annual
review of  the Yanchep Two
Rocks developer contribu-
tions plan and proposed
increase in fees per lot. 

The reports noted the
City’s previous land valua-
tion by Independent Valuers
of  WA had been less than
$6.1 million, however it was
increased after comparing it
to the developer’s valuation
by CBRE based on addition-
al property sales. 

Councillors supported the
recommendation to stick
with the advertised fee
increase to $3399 per lot from
$3175 and review the impact
of  the higher land valuation
next year.

City borrows

Splendid Park in Yanchep.

Lucy Jarvis

MAJOR road resurfacing
works on the roundabout at
Bergalia Mews and Lapwing
Rise in Currambine will
start this month.

Works include kerb
replacement where
required, road profiling and
asphalt resurfacing.

Driveway crossover kerb-
ing, including exposed

aggregate driveways, and
where the kerb or footpath
has been removed will be
replaced.

Existing house numbers
on the kerb will be restored
at the end of  the works.

Joondalup Mayor Albert
Jacob said while it was inevi-
table works would cause
some inconvenience to resi-

dents, every effort would be
made to keep disruptions to
a minimum, including
access to properties. 

“The City’s preference is
to carry out work on week-
days, but there may be a
requirement to undertake
some weekend work to deliv-
er on our scheduled capital
works program,” he said.

Roundabout to get makeover
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A WOMAN allegedly
coughed at a store manager
and a security guard at a
Warwick shopping centre
then claimed to have
COVID-19.

Kathryn Esther Doyle, 41,
of  Girrawheen, appeared in
Joondalup Magistrate’s
Court this morning charged

with creating a false belief
and stealing on April 18.

She requested an adjourn-
ment for legal advice and is
due back in court on May 20.

It follows another similar
incident on the same day at a
supermarket in Midland.

Police alleged a security
guard stopped two women
suspected of  stealing and as
the guard attempted to

recover the items, they spat
at the guard and claimed to
have COVID 19.

The 30-year-old from
Ellenbrook and 31-year-old
from Swan View were both
charged with common
assault in circumstances of
aggravation and stealing
and are due to appear in
Midland Magistrate’s Court
on May 15.

Cough charge
Tyler Brown

THOUSANDS of homes were left without power when Tuesday night’s storm front
blew in.

A Western Power spokesman said more than 15,000 properties in the metropolitan
area were affected by outages on Wednesday morning.

Trees and fences came down and the Scarborough amphitheatre was damaged. 

Storm rips through the coast
Storm damage to the Scarborough amphitheatre. Picture: Justin Bianchini
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A NORTHERN suburbs de-
veloper says there is no
health risk for residents foll-
owing the release of  a report
on groundwater contamina-
tion under landfill. 

Mindarie Regional Coun-
cil (MRC) recently released
information about contami-
nation under its Tamala
Park landfill site.

The auditor’s report rec-
ommended the waste coun-
cil continue testing water in
and around its site and that
there be no development in a
buffer zone immediately to
the north.

Readers raised concerns
about the risk for Clarkson
residents in Catalina estate,
which Tamala Park Region-
al Council (TPRC) has been
developing over the past dec-
ade. 

“There is no housing with-
in the buffer zone area,”
TPRC chief  executive Tony
Arias said.

“All housing within the
estate is connected to the
water authority scheme
water. 

“The scheme water con-

nected to housing in Catalina
is not affected by the ground-
water contamination. 

“The mandatory auditor’s
report has not raised health
risks for existing residents.”

Mr Arias said the develop-
er used several bores outside
the buffer zone for irrigation
and dust suppression 
and those were tested regu-
larly. 

He said future develop-
ment plans would consider
the audit recommendations,
further investigations done
by MRC and advice from the
Department of  Water and
Environment Regulation.

“There are no immediate
plans for development with-
in the buffer zone,” Mr Arias
said. 

“In the long term the land
within the buffer zone was
planned for housing, subject
to environmental issues
being appropriately
addressed.”

Recent tests detected low
levels of  groundwater con-
tamination in the buffer
zone. TPRC chairwoman
Karen Caddy said the coun-
cil was working with its
neighbour and the depart-

ment to manage the situa-
tion.

“Groundwater contamina-
tion has only been detected
within the undeveloped buff-
er zone and generally at
depths greater than 27m,” Cr
Caddy said.

“The levels are only mar-
ginally above the current
drinking water guidelines
and well below the levels set
for recreational use or irri-
gation. All our Catalina resi-
dents are connected to
scheme water and are there-
fore not reliant on ground-
water for drinking or
household needs.”

The MRC said the contam-
ination was likely to be
caused by substances leach-
ing from an early unlined
stage of  landfill, which con-
tained about 3.15 million
tonnes of  waste delivered be-
tween 1991 and 2004. 

More recent sections have
been lined to help prevent
contamination of  surround-
ing soil and groundwater.

Visit www.mrc.wa.gov.au
for more information. 

The TPRC formed in 2006
to develop 180ha of  land in
Clarkson and Mindarie.

No fears over

contamination
Lucy Jarvis

DEVELOPERS of  an over
55s apartment complex
featuring communal liv-
ing areas have received an
extended deadline to build
it. 

The four-storey Jeevan
Saath development near
Butler train station featur-
ing “resort-style facilities”
would be the first of  its
kind in Perth, according to
the developer’s website.

It said the community
lifestyle apartments
would embrace Indian cul-
ture for people over 55,
with facilities such as Bol-
lywood and English theat-
res, a meditation and yoga
room, and a temple or
prayer room.

There will also be a

shared kitchen, lounge or
function room, dining
hall, gym, pool, activity
room, office and reading
room. 

“Jeevan Saath is the
first to offer apartment liv-
ing with onsite optional
food club which will pro-
vide residents with the
flexible option to receive
daily vegetarian meals for
lunch and dinner,” the
website said. 

Originally approved in
September 2017, changes
to the mixed use develop-
ment at 205 Butler Boule-
vard were supported by
the Metro North-West De-
velopment Assessment
Panel members at their
April 9 meeting. 

CLE Town Planning
lodged the revised applica-
tion on behalf  of  owner
Jeevan Saath Butler Pty
Ltd last September to
change plans and extend
the deadline to start con-
struction. 

Senior planner Simon
Burnell said in the current
economic climate and
market conditions, his cli-
ent wanted another five
years within which to start
construction.

Due to changes in the
planning framework, the
applicant had to change
the design to meet new
standards. 

The revised plans
include nearly 70 dwell-
ings.

New deadline for plans
An artist’s impression of the Jeevan Saath development on Butler Boulevard.
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